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I STATE Therne Xf, Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1.830, a l so  Themes XIf, 
Arkansas 

- . - - - - XIII, xv 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 1 4 APPROX. ACREAGE 

Il'ort S m i t h  (blrst and Snr.nnrloa Par 7 .  
- I 22 acres 

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, ete. Udiflcult to find, sketch on Suppleme%ary Sheet) 
- I 

Fort Smith -- - 

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also adminis fr~t~r  zfdifferent from owner) 

City of Fort Smith - --- - - - . - - - - - 

7 IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe brzefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) 

The check t o  westward exploration caused by t h e  Mar of 1812 came t o  an end i n  
1817, when an expedition under Maj. Stephen H. Long arr ived a t  the junckion of the  
Arkansas and Poteau r ive r s  i n  Eissouri Territory. There, j u s t  eas t  of the Osage 
boundary l i n e  on a rocky bluff named by Fkench t raders  "La Belle Pointe, l1 Long began 
t o  bui ld a log fo r t i f i ca t ion  which he ca l led  Cantonment ( l a t e r  ~ o r t )  Smith. The 
f o r t  when completed consisted of wme 24 buildings surrounded by a stockade, with 
two-story blockhouses a t  t h e  a l te rna te  angles, the? whole being approximately 132 f e e t  
square. 1 --- The - -  estahliahment of Fort Smith f i l l e d  a pressing need, f o r  t h e  Cherokees 
who had begun crossing the  Mississippi River i n  1809 were encroaching on the lands of 
the f i e rce  Osage, and constant vigilance was necessary t o  prevent bloody inter-tribal 
warfare. Here, too, as elsewhere along the front ier ,  force was occasionally required 
t o  keep the westward moving s e t t l e r s  from crowding onto Indian lands, Though four 
conpanies of the  Seventh Infantry were sent t o  reinforce the  garrison i n  1822, Indian 
depredations con%inued. The Fort Smith garrison was moved westward t o  the mouth of 
the Verdigris Mver Ln April, 1824, where they established Fort Gibson. Only a token 
force was l e f t  a t  Fort Smith, which soon f e l l  i n t o  decay. With the gradual increase 
of white settlement in the  Southwest, a second f o r t  was e s  L- aEl3shed a t  Fort a i t h  i n  , 
Ju;ly, i638. The s i t e  selected was a short  distance eas t  "of the  f i r s t  for t ,  and the 
buildings were t o  be of brick and stone, t he  l a t t e r  material being quarried f+rn t h e  
out-oroppings a t  Belle Pointe. Work on the  second f o r t  was abandoned within f ive  
years, a f t e r  several buildings had"been completed, though troops continued to  be 
atationed there u n t i l  1871. I n  tha t  year, -&he United States Criminal Court of the  
Western Dis t r ic t  of Arlcansas was moved fmm Van Ihr@b t o  Fort  k i t h ,  being houesed i n  
one of the  old f o r t  ba1ding.s. Judge Isaac C. Parker was appointed i n  March, 1875, 
t o  head t h e  court ,  which had jurisd9ction over some 74,000 square miles i n  Arkansas 
and the Indian Territory. During h i s  2l years i n  office,  Parker gained a national 
reputation f o r  his e f fo r t s  t o  bring law and order t o  a lawless front ier .  During his 
tirne, some 13,500 cases were docketed i n  h i s  courtroom, ranging frm t h e f t  of - (oonttd,) 

e t  a.~, of the Con- 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention burt reports andstudies, as, NPSstudu, HABS,  etc.) 

John 0. Lit t le ton,  AhR Survey Card, Apr i l  1953; Leroy W, Hagerty, HSS Zard, August 1937. 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * I I. CONDITION / 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, dc . )  13. DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES NOO 1 Good Museum 1 Oct. 10, 19% 

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10% SHEET OF FAIRLY @AVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

f i F  ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. 5.  GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74016-1 

15. TITLE / ~ i s t o r i a n  
16. DATE 
Dec. 10, 1950 
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This sheet i s  to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the regular form, and for recording 
pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued 
they should be listed, i f  possible, in  numerical order of the items. A l l  information given should be headed by the item number, it's name 
and the word (cont'd), as, 6. Description and Importance (cont'd) .... 

State 

government timber t o  murder. Some 9,500 defendants were convicted, and 88 died on 
the scaffold uhich stood nearby. Mute testimony t o  the r igors  of Parker's task i s  
afforded by the record, which shows t h a t  65 of his deputy marshals were slain i n  l i n e  
of duty. 

Status: There a re  no surface remains of the  f i r s t  f o r t  a t  Belle Pointe, though 
the quarries used i n  constructing the  second a r e  vis ible .  The B d l e  Pointe area, 
formerly a shantytown section ca l led  Coke H i l l ,  has recently been cleared i n  a pro- 
gram f o r  creating a new uunicipel park, though the work has been delayed somewhat by 
clouded land t i t l e s .  Probably par t  of the f o r t  s i t e  has been destroyed by erosion, 
but the reminder  should provide a r i c h  f i e l d  $or archeological exploration. Of t h e  
second fo r t ,  the biportant r e n a b s  are  the old~%onorissa d by the c i t y  
a s  a museum, an t e red  building which served a s  the  courtroom. The 
courtroom i t s e l  been restored t o  i t s  original  appear 
The nearby Fort  National Cemetery, established soon a 
t a i n s  a ntmaber and Confederate dead from the 
northwestern kr well a s  Judge Parker himself. 

L I . $  'i 

e the p & a r ~ t i o n  of this inventory sheet, word h s  been received 
a preI,iinihary archeological axplorakion of the Belle Pointe s i te .  - 

( 3  .ti l2AA 

e foundations were l ~ o a t e d  which are believed t o  be those of the (2pL'2, 
s of the &rst for t .  The finishing touches a r e  being given t o  a n.sk[&& 

e t a i l ed  h is tokica l  study e s i t e ,  and a major archeological pro- i,s%kL.:. 
ect  is  being &lamed f o r  sumerd-, 1 7 .-? 

J i i  7r 


